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INTRODUCTION OF THE UNITED
STATES LEADERSHIP TO ERADI-
CATE OBSTETRIC FISTULA ACT
OF 2012

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the United States Leadership to
Eradicate Obstetric Fistula Act of 2012, which
will help to eradicate a consequence of pro-
longed labor for pregnant women in low-re-
source areas.

Obstetric fistula is an avoidable and tragic
medical condition which is a result of insuffi-
cient medical interventions that often results in
the death of the child and devastating physical
and social ramifications for the mother. An es-
timated 2 million women are currently suffering
from an obstetric fistula, and women and girls
in sub-Saharan Africa are disproportionately
affected.

A simple surgical procedure or extended
medical care is often needed to treat and cure
women suffering from an obstetric fistula. It is
therefore critical that the infrastructure in sub-
Saharan Africa be further developed to better
care for and treat women who have already
developed an obstetric fistula and women who
may develop a fistula in the future. It is also
imperative if we are to prevent women and
girls from developing a fistula. And it is impor-
tant that obstetric fistula care and treatment
not be overlooked within the general global
health and development initiatives already
under way.

This bill would authorize the development of
a comprehensive strategy to not only prevent
fistula, but successfully treat the women that
are already suffering from this condition. It en-
courages the expansion of private-sector and
multi-sector efforts in addition to public-private
partnerships rather than relying strictly on pub-
lic-sector efforts. It would also establish the
International Obstetric Fistula Institute for Sub-
Saharan Africa to implement parts of the com-
prehensive strategy.

This legislation focuses its efforts on sub-
Saharan Africa to ensure a meaningful and
successful strategy to eliminate this condition.
Local factors that are part of the reason ob-
stetric fistulas may develop vary dramatically
in regions where women are afflicted. By fo-
cusing on a single region that is already rich
in diversity, we believe that the strategy and
campaign will be successful and sustainable.

This legislation has the potential to trans-
form the empowerment of women in the re-
gion by eradicating fistula and, as a result, im-
proving the social, educational, and economic
conditions of fistula victims and their commu-
nities. Accordingly, addressing this issue is not
only a moral imperative for the United States,
but it is also in our best strategic interest. |
urge my colleagues to support our efforts, and
this legislation.
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IN HONOR OF BARBARA
HEHMEYER

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Barbara Hehmeyer, and
honor her for her 23 years of dedicated serv-
ice to the Lemay Chamber of Commerce. She
has made the Lemay Chamber one of the
most vibrant Chambers of Commerce in Mis-
souri’s Third Congressional District.

Ms. Hehmeyer began working for the Lemay
Chamber of Commerce in 1989 and has ac-
complished many great things during her ten-
ure. She tirelessly pursued many projects that
resulted in redeveloping and improving her
community. She led the Lemay Development
Corporation as it engaged in workforce and
youth development activities, as well as neigh-
borhood beautification efforts. Her advocacy
for the Community Reinvestment fund will re-
sult in at least $15 million dollars in direct in-
vestment for the Lemay area. Barbara also
played an instrumental role in bringing Pin-
nacle Entertainment's River City Casino to
Lemay; a project that resulted in over $380
million in investment and has created 1,000
jobs for the people of St. Louis.

Barbara has also worked to strengthen not
only her community but also the Lemay
Chamber of Commerce itself. She has dou-
bled the levels of membership in the Lemay
Chamber and has established many innova-
tive member benefits. She developed a mod-
ern day newsletter, and started annual events
which recognize outstanding educators and
provide scholarship for area high school stu-
dents. Barbara also worked with the Lemay
Child and Family center, BJC School, the
Hancock Place school district, the Salvation
Army, the Carondelet YMCA, and St. Louis
Community College in implementing the suc-
cessful Lemay Charting for Change project.

Barbara’s commitment to the Lemay Cham-
ber of Commerce and to the St. Louis region
has been outstanding. For over two decades
she has strived for and achieved excellence. |
thank my constituent and good friend, Barbara
Hehmeyer, for her work and dedication to our
community, and invite my colleagues to join
me today in recognizing her great work.

—

PAYING TRIBUTE TO U.S. ARMY
COLONEL RICHARD E. CROGAN

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the accomplishments U.S. Army
COL Richard E. Crogan. His dedication to sol-
diers as a leader, warrior, and innovator has
had a profound and lasting effect on United
States Army Aviation. As the Commander for
the Aviation Center Logistics Command,
ACLC, Colonel Crogan supported an Army at
war by providing maintenance, sustainment
and logistics support and proficient U.S. and
Allied Aviation Officers.

Colonel Crogan was responsible for over-
sight and quality assurance on the largest

May 15, 2012

aviation service support contract in the U.S.
Army. He was tasked with maintaining 587 ro-
tary wing aircraft, providing over 500 launches
every day to support an ever-increasing need
for army aviation. Colonel Crogan was person-
ally responsible for providing the aircraft re-
quired to professionally train aviators and pro-
vide the Army’s next generation of great war-
riors. Aviation maintenance is an expensive
proposition and Colonel Crogan’s innovative
leadership and creative solutions have shown
a total cost saving during his command of
more than $750,000,000.

Colonel Crogan’s great leadership contrib-
uted significantly to the elimination of the flight
training backlog on Fort Rucker which reduced
the time aviators spent training from 22
months to 12 months. Aviators will now report
to their units ten months earlier to begin mis-
sions and the Army will see enormous cost
savings in a time of fiscal reduction. Colonel
Crogan raises the bar for those around him as
demonstrated by ACLC winning the Army
Chief of Staff Supply Excellence Award in
2011.

Therefore Mr. Speaker, | ask our colleagues
to join me in honoring COL Richard E.
Crogan’s exceptional service, dedication and
devotion to duty, leadership, and professional
competency. He exemplifies the fine tradition
of military service and reflects great credit
upon himself, the Department of the Army,
and the United States of America. May he
know that his nation is greatly appreciative of
his dedication, and wishes him the best in all
his future endeavors.

——————

HONORING MR. JOSEPH FALBO

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you today to honor Mr. Joseph Falbo,
who was recently named the “2012 Dundalk
Citizen of the Year” by the Optimist Club of
Dundalk. Mr. Falbo was chosen to receive this
prestigious award for his remarkable efforts to
improve the quality of life in his community.

Mr. Falbo has volunteered with the Dundalk
Heritage Association since 1980, when he an-
swered an ad in the Dundalk Eagle seeking
volunteers to help erect a fence for Dundalk’s
signature event, the Heritage Fair. Working his
way through the ranks, Mr. Falbo stepped up
to serve as the organization's president in
2007 when its then-president fell ill.

From booking bands to ensuring the event
runs on schedule, the fair requires year-round
planning. Though unprepared and inexperi-
enced, Mr. Falbo’s first fair at the helm went
off without a hitch. The event has grown since,
with last year's shattering attendance records.
He continues to make improvements to each
year's fair. addition to being named the “Cit-
izen of the Year,” Mr. Falbo recently received
a “Milestone Award” from the Dundalk Ren-
aissance Corp., which honors residents who
help revitalize the community. The organiza-
tion said Mr. Falbo’s “leadership and
heavylifting” ensure the annual fairs ‘“grow
and evolve with our community.”

Despite his many awards and acclamations,
Mr. Falbo remains humble and appreciative.
When told he was receiving his most recent
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